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September 2019, Hong Kong

SPACE 229

Solo Exhibition: “Great Voyage of Wang Jiyuan: The

Practice of Modern Painting”
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Female Nude, c.1940-1959, Ink on paper 38.5 x 58cm
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Date 2019.09.28 - 2019.10.31

Hours 10 : 00-19 : 00 (Mon - Sun)

Opening 27 September, 2019 (Fri)

Time 6pm -9pm

Venue SPACE 229

Address 229 Queen’s Road Central, Sheung Wan  Female Portrait, ¢1950, Oil on Panel 45 x 55cm

Curater: Cai Tao

[September 24, 2019] Space 229, art space of Holly’s International (Hong Kong) presents
“Great Voyage of Wang Jiyuan: The Practice of Modern Painting”, a solo exhibition from 28th

September to the 31st of October 2019, with an Opening Reception on Friday 27th September.

“There are no paintings as Chinese or modern as Wang’s.”

- Pearl S. Buck, American Writer, 1945

The mainstay of the early Western Painting Movement in Shanghai, Wang was the forerunner
of early modern art education in China and also a devoted practitioner of early modern
painting. Curated by Cai Tao, the exhibition features up to dozens of Wang’s oil paintings,
watercolours and ink paintings created in the 1920s, 40s till his later years; archival materials
of his plentiful artistic career, vows to present to audience a comprehensive, profound and
enriched facet to the artist’s creative exposures and life that brings traditional art forms to
the west. Comparing to peers that rose to fame in earlier years, Wang avoided the spotlight
since his migration to the US. Most exhibits were the first time to be shown in public, making
the exhibition a rare chance for us to take a glimpse of Wang Jiyuan’s profuseness life journey.
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Along the history of modern art, Wang Jiyuan’s reputation has been closely connected to Liu
Haishu. Wang offered significant assistance and support to Liu during the crucial stage of the
development and operation of Shanghai Academy of Fine Arts. In 1932, Wang joined the Storm
Society, becoming a member of Chinese Avant-garde Arts Movement. In many aspects, Wang
was considered as a pioneer since the New Culture Movement — who was highly active in
various fields of the foreign painting movement, modern art education, art publishing, art
societies and cultural diplomacy. In other words, it was exactly with simultaneous gradual
accumulation of social network and vibrancy of Shanghai Academy of Fine Arts, Wang

established his public figure as a well-known Chinese modern artist.

Despite the lack of formal overseas education, Wang engaged in acquaintance with Japanese
art field and even the school of Paris since late 1910s. He was one of the earliest practitioners
of post-impressionism in China, as well as respected teacher of Pan Yuliang, a friend of San Yu,
a reliable and long-time friend of Zhang Dagian; at the same time he maintained the role of
being a socialite in the art world, who was often associated with German ambassador
Trautmann and Japanese diplomat Yakichiro Suma, while dedicated in practicing and exploring
modern painting, for example in 1932, he executed life drawings with ink and colours to
document the scenes of January 28 incident, starting an early practice of wartime art. Since
the full outbreak of anti-Japanese war, he successively held exhibitions in Philippines,
Singapore, Saigon and Annam, finally residing in America — although being gradually distant
from his motherland, he never ceased to introduce and promote Chinese tradition and

Chinese modern art in the world of strange culture.

Wang lJiyuan’s practice on modern painting spanned across three major medium of ink,
watercolour and oil, forming a distinctive method in pursuit of Chinese modern painting
clashed between interactions of western and eastern cultures. Confronting the Japanese
counterpart, his practice in western painting slipped between academism and  post-
impressionism, reflecting a new trend in the art world of early modern east Asia; Confronting
the west, very often he revealed a concern over local styles as of Montparnasse artists,
addressing a self-awareness of the eastern local; With a vision wandering between the
Japanese and the western, the artistic world of Wang Jiyuan gradually established its
characteristic early modern structure, while strongly embracing cosmopolitanism, asserting
that “our work is to make contribution on human beings”, he took attempts to resolve the
modern transformation of the ink tradition, which was the deeply-rooted contradiction
underneath the mediation of the Chinese and the western: “ Today’s so-called Chinese
painters only know how to copy from the ancients, while today’s so-called western painters
only know how to pick up from the foreigners — therefore, Chinese painters become printing

machines of the ancients, and the western painters turn out phonographs of the foreigners —

£EEN (FiE) ARARLA E# PR EAEH229% +852 2270 5000

Holly’s International (HK) Auctions Co. Limited No. 229 Queen’s Road Central hkinfo@ hollysinternational.com
Sheung Wan, Hong Kong www.hollysinternational.com



Hollys | sk

in this way painting becomes lifeless. Under this circumstance, | must endeavor to get rid of
these shortages and habits to study painting.” (Wang Jiyuan, “Innovating Chinese Painting”,
1933)

In 1945, American writer Pearl S. Buck commented that there are no paintings as Chinese or
modern as Wang’s. This indicated the painter’s artistic ideal, and the conundrum he faced.
Pearl S. Buck praised on Wang’s sense of direction in his combination of Chinese and western
—the ambiguous outline of the past is set as a background, bringing forward the brave and the

new.

Notes to Editors

Wang Jiyuan (1893-1975) was born in Jiangsu and a native of Anhui Province China. He was the
forerunner of early modern art education in China and the practitioner of early modern Chinese painting.
During the 1920s and 30s, he has filled the post as the director of western painting, dean of studies,
vice president and the acting president at the Shanghai College of Fine Arts. During his time in Shanghai
he joined or founded organisations like Tian Ma Society, Yi Yuan Painting Research Institute, the Storm
Society, contributing to the early Western Style Painting Movement. Emigrating to the United States in
1941, Wang lJiyuan founded “The School of Chinese Brushwork” (3= Z£452), dedicated to promote
Chinese traditional and modern art and to teach Chinese painting and calligraphy. Instrumental in
bringing traditional art form to the Western world, Wang’s artistic approach centred on the exploration
of modern transformation in Chinese ink traditions. He had held numerous exhibitions in the United
States, Taiwan and Philippines during 1950s and held a joint exhibition with his peer of half a century,
Zhang Dagian, at the Smithsonian American Art Museum in 1971. Wang paid two visits to Taiwan in
1959 and 1974, and during the latter he donated 100 pieces of work to the Taiwan National Museum of

History and the Taiwan National Museum. In 1975, Wang passed away in New York.

Cai Tao graduated with a Doctoral Degree in History of Fine Arts from China Academy of Art, is now the
associate researcher and masters’ supervisor at the Art Research Institution of the Guangzhou Academy
of Fine Arts. His research focuses on modern and contemporary history of Chinese fine arts and science
of art galleries. In recent year he had taken a particular regard on the system transformation of Chinese
contemporary fine arts and media competition under the circumstances of war and social changes. His
curatorial experiences include Sikhung Leung: Lost Landscape, (Guangdong Museum of Art, 2006);
Floating Avant-Garde: Chinese Independent Art Association and Modern Art Exhibitions in Guangzhou,
Shanghai and Tokyo in the 1930s (Guangdong Museum of Art, 2007); Mysterious Wildness: Art by Zhao
Shou (Gunagdong Museum of Art, 2008); Retrospective Exhibition of Wang Daoyuan (Gunagdong
Museum of Art 2010); Retrospective Exhibition of Yang Qiuren (Guangdong Museum of Art, 2010); Tan
Huamu'’s Painting Diaryci (He Xiangning Art Museum, 2018). In 2009, Cai was the visiting curator of the

National Museum of Contemporary Art, Korea; in 2010-2011 he was the researcher of the Japan Society
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for the Promotion of Science at Kyoto National Museum; in 2011-2012 Cai was the visiting scholar of

the Harvard-Yenching Institute.

SPACE 229, housed within Holly’s International (HK) Auction Co. Ltd. Integrated Art Comple, is an art
space places great emphasis on diversity, multiculturalism and versatility for accommodating
professional private sales services, exhibition and academic events of the auction house. Situated at
Queen’s Road Central, the art hub of Hong Kong, the Holly’s International art complex has unveiled its
new look of a three-storey art space taken up from the ground floor after refurbishing and revitalizing
a historic building while retaining its 1970s vibe. SPACE229 aspires to transform the dynamic of
traditional arts by holding a variety of exhibitions ranging from antiquity to contemporary works of art,
Eastern and Western collectibles, as well as providing an all rounded platform for curators, artists,
collectors and art lovers.

-The End -

High resolution images:

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ntsoU9EZ31wLof OJsTNFUNG63x-Qv-uv

For further information, please contact Holly’s International (HK) Auctions Co., Ltd. - SPACE 229:

(852) 2270 5028 | Kenneth.kwok@hollysinternational.com or visit: www.hollysinternational.com .
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Appendix: Highlight Exhibits

] c.1940- )

Fruits Oil on canvas 40 x 51cm
1959

Self-portrait | c.1940-1959 | Ink on paper 30 x 22cm

Female Nude | c.1940-1959 | Gouache on paper | 21 x 26cm

Portrait of Watercolour on

] 1944 41 x 30.5cm

Tina paper

New York
1959 Ink on paper 27.5x 38cm

Central Park
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ABE, .1940-1959, 4% /K2 38.5 x 58cm
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FEEIBE  SPACE 229

stk T R EEAE T 229 5F

A, 1950, AHIHE 45 x 55cm
RN 5%
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Tel: (852) 2270 5028

Email: Kenneth.kwok@hollysinternational.com
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